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 “Righteous in Christ” 

Series: So Long 2020 
 
Opening Discussion Question. 
 

1. We just came out of Advent, and the Christmas season.  Moving into 2021, 

do you have any “favorite memories” of New Year’s Eve?  What is your 

favorite thing about New Years? 
 

 
Further Discussion from Scripture: 
Read each Scripture passage below and discuss the questions as a group.  You may 
want to have each group member journal their answer first in the lines provided 
below before discussing together, as a means of encouraging all to participate more 
deeply. 
 
 

Matthew 15: 11 - “The food you put into your mouth doesn't make you unclean and 

unfit to worship God. The bad words that come out of your mouth are what make you 

unclean.”   

 
➢ This verse goes back to original sin.  It means the primary fight for our 

righteousness comes from within.  While true, how does surrounding 
ourselves with sinfulness impact our walk with Christ? 
 

 
➢ This verse referred to a time when it was thought if you were not in good 

standing, you were not eligible to worship.  This is not a thought process the 
United Methodist Church, or our church follows.  Can you think of a situation 
where this would be applicable today?  If someone was publicly caught in sin, 
would you be comfortable with them next to you in worship? 
 

 
➢ Why do we focus so much on the external, and focus less on what’s inside, 

both in others and ourselves?  We put up great shows to let people know we 
are great, but sometimes fail to work on that relationship with God that can 
save us.  Why? 
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2 Corinthians 5: 17 – So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
has passed away; see, everything has become new!” 
 
 

➢ New Year’s Resolutions.  Are you for or against them?  Why? 
 

 
 

➢ What were your New Year’s resolutions last year, and did you keep them? 
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Genesis 1: 26 – And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness 
 

➢ How can we reflect the image of God in our daily lives?   
 _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Ephesians 5: 1 – Therefore, be imitators of God as dearly loved children.” 

 
➢ In what ways can we imitate Jesus?  How can we improve in this area of our 

lives? 
 

 
2 Corinthians 5: 21 – God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 
 

➢ In what way does knowledge of the truth of Jesus set us free?  
 

 
➢ The ultimate sacrifice has been made for you.  How can you live a life worthy 

of the sacrifice that has been made? 
 
 

 
 

Seek Christ.  Seek the truth of the Gospel.  In doing so, you will equip yourself to 
launch into the world and deliver the truth of Christ to others. 
 
 


